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The Monthly Meeting of the Parish Council was held this evening at 7.30pm. 

 

Present: Cllrs Knowles (Chairman) (DK), Bradshaw (KB), Hall (JuH), Hodgson (AH), Humphrys (JH), 
Norris (JN) and Mrs Taylor (Parish Clerk) (ET). 

 

In attendance: Neil Snowdon Highways Officer, NCC for item 1 and 8 residents. 

 

Monthly Parish Meeting Minutes ACTION 

 Public Questions: 
Aln Valley Railway: Ken Middlemist attended to update the PC that Greenrigg Halt on 
the Aln Valley Railway line will formally be opened on Fri 3 April.  The PC were invited 
to attend.  ET confirmed the PC had received an invitation.  KB and DK to attend on 
behalf of PC.  The original railway from Alnwick to Alnmouth station closed in 1968.  
After considerable effort by the Aln Valley Railway Society/Trust, work started in a new 
statio at Lionheart Enterprise Park in 2012.  Now, 8 years later over half the line to 
Alnmouth station has been reinstated.  The opening of Greenrigg Halt, with EU/EAFRD 
funding, will allow passengers to alight and walk back to Alnwick or onto 
Lesbury/Alnmouth.  Running parallel to the railway line is a Greenway constructed by 
NCC also with a grant from U/EAFRD.  The PC offered thanks and congratulations to 
all the team at Aln Valley Railway. 
Hipsburn Farmhouse Bus Stop: Billy McKnight reported that he had received a 
number of complaints that the bus stop was in a dangerous position and was unsafe.  
The PC had not received any complaints but would pass on the comments to NCC 
under the NCC Hipsburn Traffic Management Scheme that was to be reviewed under 
item 1 on the agenda. 
Hipsburn Square: Martin & Sharon Stephenson attended to enquire reported that the 
ongoing issue of the churned up grass on the Square. The PC advised it was going to 
be raised again with NCC under the NCC Hipsburn Traffic Management Scheme that 
was to be reviewed under item 1 on the agenda.  In the meantime, to facilitate 
Hipsburn’s imminent NIB visit, the PC agreed to reimburse Billy McKnight for purchase 
a dumpy bag of aggregate to fix the damage as a temporary fix – to a maximum value 
of £100 – proposed AH, 2nd DK. 
Speeding outside Hipsburn Primary School: Andrew Martin and Collette Pryer were 
in attendance for an update on what could be done about the speeding.  The PC 
advised it was going to be raised again with NCC under the NCC Hipsburn Traffic 
Management Scheme that was to be reviewed under item 1 on the agenda.   
Curly Lane Street Lighting: Richard Fairbairn asked for an update on the lack of 
lighting on Curly Lane.  ET advised the PC was waiting GC to organise the onsite visit 
with the Streetlighting Officer and the PC.  Neil Snowdon offered to contact the 
Streetlighting Team to expediate a solution. 
Grants: Billy McKnight expressed concern that a number of grant applications were on 
the agenda from organisations outside the parish.  He questioned spending the precept 
on these organisations when there are things that are crying out to be done in the 
parish eg putting in a gate to Pond Field so that parents with pushchairs can access; 
and putting in a footpath instead of the grass bank along the A1068 between The 
Coppice and Lesbury roundabout.  The PC advised when considering item 10c) they 
would give due consideration to his comments. 
Road Markings and Defects: Daniel Cave enquired who to report road defects to.  ET 
advised these should be reported by residents direct to NCC either online 
(www.northumberland.gov.uk), by phone (0345 600 6400) or in person (Council Offices 
Greenwell Lane, Greenwell Road, Alnwick, Northumberland, NE66 1HB). 

 
 
 

KB/DK 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

GC 
 
 

1.  Apologies: Cllrs Tulip (PT), Whittaker (BW), Church (MC), County Councillor Gordon 
Castle (GC) 
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2.  Neil Snowdon, Highways, NCC re NCC proposed Hipsburn Traffic Management 
Design Scheme 
As mentioned in public questions, at the January PC meeting, the PC received from 
NCC a traffic management design scheme, drawn up at the request of the PC, to 
address various issues around Hipsburn.  It was agreed as follows: 
The VMS Sign (secured funding in place from County Councillor Robbie Moore’s 
Members Funding) would now be located outside the school and the PC will fund 
(depending on cost which was to be provided by NCC) a 2nd pole on Lesbury Road and 
possibly 3rd pole on Longhoughton Road too so the VMS sign can be moved between 
the 2-3 locations. A further 4th pole on the A1068 by the Lesbury roundabout to be 
considered for purchase by the PC at a later date.  Timescale for installation of VMS 
sign (same model as Bilton and South View sign) ASAP pending confirmation of cost of 
poles and also recommendation from NCC as to a local company who can be 
contracted to provide maintenance for the VMS and who can move the VMS sign 
between poles.  NCC noted the PCs request to prioritise works outside the school as a 
phase 1 of the scheme.  These to include as well as the VMS sign, 2 x mounted kerb 
islands and changing signage to 20mph zone artwork.  The PC requested NCC to 
incorporate into phase 1 of the scheme painting of double white lines or red hatched 
area in the centre of the road from Hipsburn roundabout out towards Amble (past the 
Hipsburn Steadings junction) to reduce vehicles that are speeding/overtaking at that 
straight bit of road where there have been a number of near-miss RTAs.  It was also 
requested that the 2 x white arrows indicating that overtaking vehicles pull in be 
removed as this was contradictory to what was trying to be achieved. 
NCC noted that the PC wished residents to be consulted on what was proposed under 
phase 1 for works outside the school.  Neil Snowdon advised that the timeline for 
works, as consultation had to be included, was likely installation over the summer 
holidays.  It was noted by the PC that Northumbria Police had, as requested by DK, 
also carried out speed testing at the school. 
The PC noted the rest of the scheme tabled by NCC would be put on hold as there 
wasn’t funding for the whole scheme.  Residents to be consulted again for the 
remaining proposals in Hipsburn (eg suggested one-way system for Hipsburn Square 
and mounted kerb island for South View) as and when funding became available from 
NCC for works to take place. 
 

Alnmouth Station Parking: The PC stressed to Neil Snowdon that NCC should ensure 
that any works associated with the Alnmouth Station Parking should not be put on hold 
and that feedback from residents/comments by the PC on the effects of overflow train 
station parked should still be addressed eg. the PCs request for the extension to the 
double yellow lines on the top part of South View as inconsiderate parking continues to 
present problems to the residents.  Also, as a safety concern, the busses often have 
difficulty turning down South View because of the cars parked it would help to alleviate 
the problem if the yellow lines were extended to below the coal yard entrance on the 
north side of the road. 
 

The PC also flagged with Neil Snowdon the following issues: 
White Lines Road Painting at Bilton: Neil Snowdon asked to flag again with NCC that 
the PC had asked that the 3 dangerous bends further out of Bilton towards Shilbottle by 
have a white line painted in the middle of the road to highlight the tight bend to drivers 
who go round the bend on the wrong side of the road. 
“Welcome to Lesbury” Village Gateways: Neil Snowdon noted that the PC would like 
the Longhoughton Road Gateways Signs installed by the developer ASAP whilst the 
developer is onsite and that the PC wishes to fund the gateway sign on the road from 
Foxton to Lesbury, to be installed at the same time to keep costs/works to a minimum. 

 
 



 
Lesbury Parish Council   Lesbury Village Hall 

                Tuesday 25 February 2020 

 

 

Chairman: ______________________________          Date: ___________________________ 

 
 

Page 9 

Hipsburn Square: it was noted the only viable solution would be grasscrete which 
would enable the grass to grow but stop it being churned up when vehicles drive on it.  
Neil Snowdon to pass on request to Highways colleagues at NCC to review but advised 
he was unsure where the source of funding for remedial works would come from. 
Hipsburn Farmhouse Bus Stop: Neil Snowdon to pass on the comments to NCC 
about the dangerous location of the bus stop and to enquire if the location could be 
reviewed and any possible solutions offered. 
Hawkhill RTAs: the number of RTAs with cars ending up in the hedges on the A1068 
by Hawkhill area was commented on.  Neil Snowdon was asked what could be done 
about this dangerous stretch of road and he agreed to check grip data on these  RTAs. 

3.  Minutes: the minutes of 28 January 2020 were agreed and signed as a true record.  

4.  Declarations of Interest: None  

5.  Matters Arising from Previous Minutes 
Barn Owl Boxes: KB liaising with Billy McKnight direct. 
Speeding in Lesbury Village: Speed strips by the pub in Lesbury on the NCC waitlist. 
Streetlights: Footpath to P/O and Curly Lane outstanding - see public questions above. 
Road Surface Dressing Lesbury towards Foxton: ET advised GC had flagged an a 
funding scheme to repair C and U class roads.  GC recommended the PC take the 
opportunity to highlight to NCC Highways any repair requests and ET had notified NCC 
about Greenrigg Road, Foxton Road and also the pavements in Lesbury. 
Footpath from Lealands Estate to Bus Stop on A1068: JN confirmed evidence had 
been collated and submitted to John McErlane, Definitive Map Officer, NCC.   
PC Bank Account Signatories: AH to progress with Lloyds Bank. 
Listed Buildings in Lesbury: JH reported that a meeting had taken place with 
Northumberland Estates Communication officer and the project was proceeding.  There 
was a funding opportunity from CAN linked to Village Halls funding such historical 
projects.  Match funding from the PC may be required when the costs of the project are 
better understood.  JH to keep the PC informed. 
PC Newsletter: The PC thanked Marrisse Whitaker for an excellent newsletter.  It was 
noted that some residents didn’t receive a copy but this will be resolved with NE Flyers 
making the deliveries going forwards. 
AONB Survey: JH confirmed she had sent to AONB the date collected on 
Second/Holiday homes from the recent NDP survey. 
Update from Rob Murfin re Foxton Glade Planning Application Process & 
Sewerage Pumping Kiosk: ET/KB had both contacted Rob Murfin at NCC to advise 
the pumping station was causing noise pollution and mature planting to muffle and hide 
the noise was urgently required.  There was also great concern a diesel generator had 
been installed.  KB/ET were both pressing NCC for information on whether this was a 
temporary fix, concern diesel noise and fumes were being omitted in an AONB and why 
electricity couldn’t be installed ASAP to avoid the need for a diesel generator (afterall 
electricity had easily been installed for the Foxton Glade houses).  Concern had also 
been flagged that the road being installed was to be grasscrete and not concrete. 
Request for bench (OS Map 81, 24, 13 – 200 yds from RAF boundary fence): Not 
discussed.  To be discussed at March meeting. 
Update Steppey Lane Footbridge – “Access for All” Project: The project was still 
with the EA for approval and evaluation of any possible floodrisk by the proposed works.  
£90k funding had been allocated to the project by NCC under the LTP.  
Lesbury Christmas Tree: JN to liaise with NIB team re a permanent tree.  
Replacement P/O Noticeboard:  Ongoing. 
 

All other matters arising were in hand and being dealt with or listed on the agenda. 

 
KB 

 
 
 
 
 
 

JN 
 

AH 
 
 

JH 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

KB 
 
 
 
 

JN 
DK 
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6.  Matters Arising: 
a) Glass Repairs - Bus Shelter – A1068 by Lesbury Roundabout – ET advised the 

smashed glass at the bus stop had been repaired by Clear Channel.  Another 
broken glass pane at the bus stop on the corner of Curly Lane/South View had been 
reported and Clear Channel instructed to fix.  ET had asked Clear Channel to advise 
if they thought the damage was vandalism, but the outcome was inconclusive. 

 

7.  County Councillors Gordon Castle – NCC Update 
No further updates other than those already minuted. 

 
 

8.  Planning: 
a) 20/00159/PRUTPO – tree pruning Hipsburn Farm Cottage – no objections 
b) 20/00315/BT –removal phone box 830397 – Hipsburn Roundabout – no objections. 

 

9.  Correspondence Received  
a) NCC AONB – Cycle Parking Storage Consultation - noted 
b) NCC Public Spaces Protection Order Control of Dogs – noted 
c) NCC Public Spaces Protection Order Alcohol Consumption - noted 
d) NCC – Local Transport Plan 2020-21 - noted 
e) NCC – North Northumberland Local Area Council – 20/2/20 - noted 
f) Tim Bendix – poor condition of pavement opposite Coach Inn / road to Foxton – 

noted.  Both issues reported to NCC. 
g) Foxton Golf Club – request for 2 dog bins (to be located near coastal path).  ET 

advised that even if the PC were willing to fund the dog bins, NCC had advised they 
would not empty bins from private land.  Foxton GC had been notified of NCCs 
decision accordingly. 

h) Northumbria Police – ET had circulated a report from Northumbria Police.  There will 
be future reports to the PC with PC Phil Gibson now heading up a new 
Neighbourhood Team.  There was 1 x crime reported in the Lesbury area (criminal 
damage to a vehicle on 4/1/20.  ET advised the Neighbourhood Team were happy to 
receive and investigate any reports/incidents from the PC and the best way to 
contact would be via “101” or emailing Alnwick Police Station on 
alnwick.npt@northumbria.pnn.police.uk  

i) NALC Enews – noted 

 

 

10.  Parish Financial Matters 
a) Shiel & Morrison (Newsletter) - £58 - agreed 
b) CBS World (Stationery) £66.29 – agreed 
c) Clear Channel (Lesbury Roundabout Repair) - £109.66 
d) Clear Channel (Alnmouth Station Repair) - £104.46 
e) Penny Royale (Lesbury Works) - £106.10 
f) Grant Requests: CAN, NALC, Bailiffgate Museum, GNAA, Hospice Care, NTC, Age 

UK, Alnwick Playhouse, Lionheart Radio and St Marys Church.  Billy McKnight’s 
comments under public questions were given due consideration.  The PC felt that a 
number of the organisations made valid contributions direct to the parish and 
therefore justified a grant, money which they reply on, as follows: 
CAN made the VH a warm hub, gave the Autumn Club carbon monoxide detectors 
and slow cookers, paid for first aid training for table tennis club and helped to secure 
a grant of £55k for the VH.  Bailiffgate helped the VH to get a £10k grant to interview 
people like Kenny and Holmes, produced story boards and a DVD for the VH, 
supported the dementia group and have done several history sessions in Hipsburn 
school. Age UK paid for VH volunteers to have DBS checks and to complete hygiene 
training, pay for the hire of the hall for the VH monthly lunch club and are giving the 
VH a fund to take the group out in a minibus for lunch on two occasions.  It was 
therefore agreed and proposed by DK and 2nd by JH to give St Mary’s Church £500 
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and to give £100 each to CAN, NALC, Bailiffgate Museum, GNAA, Hospice Care, 
Age UK and Alnwick Playhouse.  Information on the reasoning behind the grants to 
be given in the newsletter.  It was also agreed an invitation to be included in the next 
newsletter for residents to contact the PC with projects, that fall within the remit of 
the PC, which can improve our parish that the PC can undertake.  DK to also follow 
up on the 2 projects that Billy McKnight flagged, namely the gates to Pond Field and 
the footpath by the A1068 between The Coppice and Lesbury Roundabout. 

 
 

BW/DK 
 
 
 
 

11.  NDP Update 
JH advised the NDP had now gone to the external examiner. 

 

12.  Speedwatch Update/SpeedSign 
No further updates other than what had already been discussed. 

 

13.  Pond Field Update 
Billy McKnight flagged the overgrown hedge running down alongside the footpath to the 
play area.  ET confirmed it was the responsibility of the house owner to cut back and 
they had previously done this when requested.  DK to contact the homeowner again 
ASAP before bird nesting season starts and the hedge can’t be cut back. 

 

 

DK 

14.  NIB Update 
ET had circulated to the PC an NIB Update from John Malloy. 
The crocus bulbs planted on the grass bankside near the Alnwick roundabout last 
October are now starting to flower. 
NiB have sent off the request to NCC for the licence to plant birch trees on the flat 
grassed area adjacent to the roundabout 
NiB spring meeting takes place on 11/3/20. 
NiB are progressing the purchase of 4 x half barrel planters for the Lesbury roundabout. 
On 4/3/20 there will be a NiB volunteers meeting to make plans for the coming year.  
The PC agreed to pay for the room hire for this meeting. 
NiB are strongly opposed to the planting of a permanent Christmas Tree in the Lealands 
garden area as there are too many trees there already and an additional tree will look 
out of place next to the large sycamore.  The PC noted this and JN is to liaise with NiB. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JN 

15.  Any Other Matters for Discussion: 

• ET flagged to the PC that bench repairs still needed progressing.  JH had not heard 
from Penny Royale.  AH advised he had an alternative contact who could be 
approached to carry out the work.  ET to contact Penny Royale and liaise with AH. 

 

 

 

ET/AH 

16.  NEXT MEETING: 7.30pm - Tuesday 24 March 2020 - Lesbury Village Hall ALL 
 
 
 

The meeting concluded at 9.28pm. 


